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Current Issue:  With increasing numbers of bicycles sharing the road with other vehicles, it is more important than ever that they follow the same traffic laws as other vehicles.  At the same time, it is critical that bicyclists be accorded the same rights and respect as motorists.  
Statistics:
· Estimated number of cyclists in the United States =  greater than  80 million 

· % of cyclists under age 16 = 35 %

· Number of bicyclists killed in crashes with motor vehicles in 2001 = 728

· Number of bicyclists injured in crashes with motor vehicles in 2001 = 45,000

· Bicyclists account for 2% of individuals killed or injured in traffic crashes 


Most accidents involving bicyclists are caused by unlawful behavior by either the motorist or bicyclist.  

Often, drivers of motor vehicles do not realize that bikes are a legitimate part of traffic and are allowed by law to occupy the road.  Motorists may not respect bicyclists’ rights and obligations to act and be treated like other traffic. A recent article in the Hartford Courant highlighted this issue, reporting that a motorist indicated to a bicyclist cycling to work that they should “get on the sidewalk.”  Also, bicyclists do not always act like drivers of vehicles who are obligated to respect traffic laws.  For example, we see bicyclists who ride against traffic flow, disregard traffic signals, ride without lights after dark, and commit other violations.
And frequently, traffic laws regarding cyclists and their interactions with other vehicle operators are not consistently enforced.
What can be done?
· Educate motorists and bicyclists on the traffic laws governing bike/car road use.  

· Supply police officers with relevant information regarding bicycle traffic laws and the tools necessary to provide enforcement and education.  

· Enforce traffic laws as they relate to both motorists and bicyclists to increase the education and safety of all involved.
The Central Connecticut Bicycle Alliance (CCBA) would like to serve as a resource for information, support, and tools for you and your officers.  This new organization grew out of the activities of the Capitol Region Bike to Work Committee.  In addition to carrying forward the Capitol Region Bike to Work program, the CCBA will focus on promoting bicycling, working to improve the bicycling environment in Central Connecticut, and educating bicyclists and motorists about their respective rights and responsibilities.  The Share the Road brochure (attached) is one example of the types of things that can be done to support safe cycling and road safety for everyone. 
Why is this urgent now?  With more cyclists on the road enjoying the health benefits of cycling and, especially now, avoiding the high cost of gasoline, it’s more important than ever for everyone to understand how bikes and bicyclists fit into a community of safe roadways.  CCBA would like to work with you to help accomplish that goal. 

BIKES AND MOTOR VEHICLES:  SAME ROADS-SAME RULES-SAME RIGHTS
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Dedicated to promoting bicycling as an 

environmentally friendly, healthy, and economical 

form of transportation  and recreation.
Dedicated to promoting bicycling as an environmentally friendly, healthy, and economical 

form of transportation  and recreation.


