November 21, 2006

David Balzer

Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator

Connecticut Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 317546, 2800 Berlin Turnpike

Newington, CT  06131-7546
Dear David:

The Central Connecticut Bicycle Alliance (CCBA) is very interested in the recent e-mail discussion about the possibility of a bike/pedestrian crossing on the Putnam Bridge. (We have enclosed copies of a portion of this correspondence.)  As we understand it from the information provided by Timothy Fields, there are two proposed projects for the Bridge, an interim re-surfacing and an eventual deck replacement.  Neither of these projects, which will be completed by approximately 2011, makes a provision for bike/pedestrian access and use. Many bicyclists, especially those who travel across the river from Rocky Hill and Glastonbury, consider this a critical link in their ability to effectively commute to their employment and other locations.  During the months that the Rocky Hill-Glastonbury ferry is not running, which is obviously a good part of the year, the absence of access via the Putnam Bridge means that there is no cross river access for bicyclists between the Charter Oak Bridge and Middletown.  Creating bike/pedestrian access on the Putnam Bridge appears to be a clear opportunity to improve Connecticut roadway functioning for all users, and could also be a key connection point for any of the multi-use trails that are being considered on both sides of the river. 

CCBA very much appreciates the information provided by Mr. Fields in his e-mail explanation.  However, given the importance of non-motorized access on the Putnam Bridge, we would like to obtain a deeper understanding and exploration of any alternatives to simply waiting until the bridge is replaced, as he suggests in his response.  In addition, we would like to understand better what “prohibitively expensive” means and whether there could be design alternatives (or funding alternatives) for the nearer term work that accommodates non-motor vehicle users at a price that is acceptable.  Accordingly, we respectfully request the opportunity to meet with you, Mr. Fields, the design consultants, and others who may be appropriate.  Can you help arrange for this meeting? 

Sincerely,

Martha Page

Vice President, Board of Directors

Advocacy Chairperson

CC: 
Timothy Fields

Len Lapsis

Ned Hurle

Carmine Trotta
